
Occupational Therapy Diversity Plan 
 
 

Overview/Purpose 
Diversity may exist in many forms including, but not exclusive to disability, religion, race, ethnicity, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, age, or socio-economic background. It is important for future 
healthcare professionals to learn about diverse populations and to value equity and inclusion so they 
can effectively engage and educate patients from these populations in their respective fields. The 
purpose of the diversity, equity, and inclusion plan is to ensure that students are given opportunities 
within curricular requirements to achieve these skills. Completion of this plan, along with other course 
requirements, will allow students to be introduced to diverse populations and and practice values of 
inclusion and equity in order to address health care disparities.    
  
Outcomes of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Plan 
The outcomes will be completed through coursework, lectures, discussions, and/or experiential 
activities in the required components of the program curriculum. By the end of the program students 
will be able to: 
 

1. Apply, analyze, and evaluate the role of sociocultural, socioeconomic, and diversity factors, as 
well as lifestyle choices in contemporary society to meet the needs of persons, groups, and 
populations (ACOTE Standard B1.2.) 

2. Demonstrate knowledge of the social determinants of health for persons, groups, and 
populations with or at risk for disabilities and chronic health conditions. This must include an 
analysis of the epidemiological factors that impact the public health and welfare of populations 
(ACOTE Standard B 1.3) 

3. Apply, analyze, and evaluate scientific evidence to explain the importance of balancing areas of 
occupation; the role of occupation in the promotion of health; and the prevention of disease, 
illness, and dysfunction for persons, groups, and populations (ACOTE Standard B 3.4.) 

4. Demonstrate therapeutic use of self, including one’s personality, insights, perceptions, and 
judgments, as part of the therapeutic process in both individual and group interaction. (ACOTE 
Standard 4.1.) 
 

Achievement of Outcomes 
During the first year of the occupational therapy program, foundational concepts related to these 
outcomes are introduced to the students. Through the progression of the occupational therapy 
curriculum, concepts and skills are developed and expanded in preparation for Level I and II Fieldwork. 
During Level II Fieldwork, competencies related to these learning outcomes must be demonstrated to 
the level expected of an entry-level occupational therapist.  See Table 1 for list of courses that practice 
these Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Plan outcomes. 
 
Monitoring Progress 
Although many courses may meet these objectives, relevant activities will be evaluated by the instructor 
of the course(s). Successful course completion documented in the University course grading system (e.g. 
Blackboard) will indicate the fulfillment of the learning objective.  
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Table 1 

Course 
Name 

Course Objective/Experiential Competencies  Outcome 
Practiced 

OTD 
101 

Course Objective: Identify six dimensions of occupation and recognize the 
therapeutic power of occupation (B.1.3, B.3.6, DOTD 3) 
Experiential Competencies: Cultural Reflection 

2 

OTD 
103   

Course Objective: Demonstrate knowledge and application to practice of 
concepts of human psychosocial development in relation to function. 
Course Objective: Demonstrate knowledge of the social determinants of 
health for persons, groups, and populations with or at risk for disabilities and 
chronic health conditions. 
Course Objective: Demonstrate therapeutic use of self, including one’s 
personality, insights, perceptions, and judgments, as part of the therapeutic 
process in both individual and group interaction. 
Experiential Competencies: Attendance of self help group & reflection, 
Creation and reflection on Wellness Recovery Action Plan, leading icebreaker 
activity  

1, 2, 4 

OTD 
105 

Course Objective: Demonstrate the ability to utilize a variety of standardized 
evaluation and assessment techniques for an individual with a neurological 
abnormality. 
Experiential Competencies: Students practice hands-on assessments, such as 
the Disorders of Consciousness Scale, and are presented with a video of an 
actual patient to assess, along with having the individual in the video come to 
class and speak.  Students then demonstrated an understanding of knowing 
when to use this as a standardized score vs. using observable information 



OTD 
123 

Course Objective: 



interventions that are client-centered and occupation-based, adjust 
interventions to optimize client performance, monitor the client’s status and 
update or terminate when needed, and document the client’s response to 
treatment. (ACOTE B.4.1) Course Objective: Perform basic tenets of 
Occupational Therapy, which includes: Explain to clients and others the 
Occupational Therapy profession’s values and beliefs, the value of occupation 
as an approach and desired result of occupational therapy, and the roles of 
the occupational therapist and the occupational therapy assistant. (ACOTE 


